un 
\\ P4, “/o . 


ACNE, tN 


\ TC 
~ Gy» “its 
WF ‘Uy 


BULLETIN 


of the Methodist Federation for Social Service (unofficial), an organization which rejects the 
method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for society; which seeks to replace it with 
social-economic planning in order to develop a society without class distinctions and privileges. 


VOLUME 31 


OCTOBER, 1941 


NUMBER 7 


The M.F.S.S. Program 
For 1941-1942 


On October 27th our Executive Committee meets to 
consider our policy and program for another year. Already 
some members have raised the question of whether any 
changes are required by recent international develop- 
ments. In response I now express my personal views in 
the hope that further discussion by our members will 
follow, so that a summary of it can be put before the 
Executive Committee for its guidance when it meets. 


THE WAR QUESTION 


The first question is whether Hitler’s invasion of the 
Soviet Union and the consequent actions of Great Britain 
and the United States should in any way affect our de- 
cision of last year to take no position on the war, nor to 
discuss it, as an organization. At the same time we left 
to our members complete freedom to express themselves 
on the relation of the United States to the war and to act 
through organizations that deal specifically with that 
question, without in any way committing or representing 

' the Federation. The answer is that the new relations of 
Great Britain and the United States with the Soviet Union 
in no way touch the grounds on which we reached the 
decision to put the war question outside the scope of our 
program. Those grounds were: the differences among us 
on this issue are such that the attempt to commit the 
organization to any position would reduce it to a small 


x 


controversy that would prevent effective action in matters 
of urgent need concerning which we are agreed, and in 
which there is plenty for us to do. 

These things are just as true now as they were last year. 
_ Meantime the policy they demand has been adopted by 
_ the Church League for Industrial Democracy, also by the 
- United Christian Council for Democracy, and has amply 
_ justified itself by its results. During the past year, at 
points where the foundations of our democracy have been 
_ threatened, there has been strong united resistance by 
_ preachers who differ widely concerning the war. A state- 
- ment to the President and Congress concerning attempts 
to outlaw the Communist Party, the forerunner in Europe 
the abolition of all democratic procedure, was signed 
-more preachers than any other group, except labor 
uders. Preachers led in signatures to the statement of 
iciples of academic freedom, put out by the Committee 
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group; the continuance of discussion would develop’ 


for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom in response to 
recent attempts to Hitlerize our educational system. 
Things like this cannot happen unless we continue to 
agree that differences of judgment on the war shall not 
prevent us from unitedly defending our democracy against 
those who would take advantage of the war situation 
to attempt its destruction. 


DEFENSE OF DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS 


The next question, thus naturally introduced, is what 
is the bearing of the new relations between the great 
capitalist democracies and the first socialist state upon 
the first point in our present program, which is the de- 
fense of democratic rights, and specifically the rights of 
minority political groups, of labor, of conscientious 
objectors ? 

In shaping the specific answer to this question some 
general considerations must be held in mind. Hitler has 
now driven Great Britain and the United States to do in 
some measure what they refused formerly to do at the . 
request of the Soviet Union, namely, take joint action 
against his aggression and his threat to democracy every- 
where. But despite the high sounding slogans, it is na- 
tional defense and national interests that count more than 
democracy. The capitalist nations are, of necessity, still 
imperialist. Within them is still the conflict between capi- 
tal and labor, between those who enjoy the right to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness and those who do not. 

Even though these antagonistic sections of the popula- 
tion are in Great Britain, and to a lesser degree in the 
United States, now welded in a common effort to defend 
their national freedom, nevertheless the capitalist democ- 
racy is still a house divided against itself, a body whose 
members war against each other. It was the ascendancy 
of the capitalist elements over the democratic elements in 
Great Britain, France and the United States (in alliance 
with reactionary religion) which decreed the destruction 
of the Spanish democracy and prevented that concerted 
effort to withhold the means of war from the Fascist 
powers in which we participated. 

The evidence is now clear that if this had been done 
the present war could not have been attempted, or would 
have been only a flash in the pan. The same forces that 
prevented this are likewise now preventing effective na- 
tional defense. They are also naturally seeking, on both 


sides of the political fence, to use the war situation to 


further weaken our democracy while they talk loudly 
about defending it. Driven now to defeat or keep silent 
about Hitler whom they formerly praised, they meantime 
seize every opportunity to develop their own brand of 
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Hitlerism. With them democracy is only a political form 
to be used to aid capitalism, to be smashed when it be- 
comes a means to change the economic order and achieve 
a nobler way of life in continuous realization of the 
Christian ideal. 

Consequently we shall only deceive ourselves if we as- 
sume that recent international developments will lessen 
the need for vigorous defense of democratic rights in the 
United States. In Great Britain the democratic elements 
have a new opportunity to achieve the people’s power 
which democracy must become in order to realize its pos- 
sibilities. But that involves a terrific struggle with the 
Tory forces which are still in possession of the political 
machinery. With us the anti-democratic forces have been 
digging in at Washington and in a number of state capitols 
ever since the war broke, in readiness to start an offensive 
as soon as we enter the shooting stage of the conflict. 
Recent events have brought this development nearer, both 
in the Atlantic and the Pacific. Even though our actual 
belligerency starts in only naval combat and avoids for 
a time a general mobilization, nevertheless the rise in 
emotional temperature which will follow will at once be 
directed against unpopular political and racial minorities 
and against organized labor. 

What will be done by reactionary officials, federal and 
local, and by deluded, hysterical patriots, is written fully 
in the records of the World War. It is forecast by the 
unauthorized and unconstitutional preparations of the 
F.B.I. for mass arrests, as admitted boastfully before a 
Congressional committee. Also by the recent conviction, 
with severe and discriminatory punishment, of political 
radicals in Oklahoma, California and New York by juries 
of admitted prejudice inflamed by passionate appeals to 
nationalism and the war spirit. And again by the recent 
aac legislation passed in Texas—the home of Martin 

ies. 

Against such inevitable results of the rise of war temper 
a liberal administration, committed to the defense of 
democracy and the defeat of the aggressor, has proved 
itself to be no defense at all. In order to put through its 
program of national defense, it has followed a policy of 
appeasement of reaction until its record in the field of 
democratic rights has become a national disgrace. In the 
last election it permitted to go unchecked and unchallenged 
an assault upon the rights of political minorities which 
threatened the cornerstone of our democratic foundation. 
In the last legislative season it remained silent while this 
attack went forward in a score of states and in Congress 
through proposals to outlaw the Communist and other 
parties. Its Department of Justice, in violation of the 
Constitution, has put Harry Bridges in jeopardy again 
on the same charges that were dismissed by competent, 
impartial legal authority because of the complete in- 
credibility of the government’s witnesses. After again 
putting on the stand a similarly disreputable string of 
confessed liars and criminals, the F.B.I. is now caught by 
reporters tapping Bridges’ telephone, an illegal proceeding 
which Congress has recently refused to sanction. It is 
officials of the same Department who, talking the same 
language as capitalist die-hards, describe strikes against 
low wages and refusal to deal with the unions as Com- 
munist plots and insurrections. 

Only once has the President spoken or acted against 


- 
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repeated violation of democratic rights of his subordinates. 
That was when their midnight arrests, chaining and hold- 
ing incommunicado, of persons charged only with aiding 
the Spanish Democracy was arousing a storm of outraged 
public opinion. He permits his opponent in three Presi- 
dential elections, the Secretary of the Communist Party, 
to remain in gaol on a four-year sentence, on a charge 
which the government itself declared in court to be purely 
technical and to involve no damage to government or 
person and no moral turpitude. Meantime, for a kindred 
offense, with criminal intent and consequences, two other 
mien receive only a one-year term. 

With this record before us, to think that because it has 
followed Churchill in promising aid for defense to the 
Soviet Union our government will now uphold democratic 
rights for its political opponents of the Left, and for 
militant labor, is to rely upon a broken reed. Its policy 
of appeasement of big business is more likely to lead it 
into more undemocratic anti-radicalism to relieve itself 
ot the charge of being in alliance with Communism. Those 
who believe that the democratic process is a collective 
expression of the Christian way of life, must learn, as 
their forerunners did, to put not their trust in princes. 
Their business is to arouse the people to democratically 
take and exercise the power that belongs to them, to 
govern themselves in every aspect of their lives as free 
men who seek equality and fraternity. 


DEFENSE OF LIVING STANDARDS 


The second point in our present program is the defense 
of the living standards of the people in order that they 
may come to a more abundant life. The right to health, 
education and a creative job is an essential democratic 
right. Without its realization for all, the democratic 
community cannot be achieved. Recent international de- 
velopments in no way change the steady diminution of 
this right which has accompanied the defense program. 
Government reports record an increase in the cost of 
living of about 6%. At the same time the financial 
journals report record profits for the monopolistic cor- 
porations and a larger share of the national income going 
to interest, dividends and luxury spending. They also 
warn the consumer that he must be prepared to go with- 
out some of the necessities. The current tax bill is the 
work of a Congress whose overwhelming majority talks 
the language and thinks the thoughts of profit-making 
business. Refusing even the moderate proposals of the 
administration to increase the tax rate on excess profits, 
it lays the larger share of the cost of defense upon the 
shoulders of the consumer. ‘ 

The record of how the dollar a year men have used 
their positions to hand contracts and profits to their big 
corporations, shutting out the small manufacturers, has 
been outlined in the press and detailed in “Business as 
Usual” by I. F. Stone. The consequences are delay and — 
inefficiency in defense production, along with higher © 
costs, to be taken mostly-out of the too meager living 
of the vast majority of the population. The administra- — 
tion opened the way for this course by yielding to the — 
sitdown strike of big business on plant expansion. Now, — 
following similar talk in England, it accepts the philoso hy : 
ee profit-takers by proclaiming the danger-of oer P 
inflation, and insisting upon the necessity of reducing 


for consumers’ goods. 
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This is a legitimate child of the same ¢apitalist strategy 
that plowed under the cotton, killed the cattle and pigs, 
and now destroys the coffee and fruit that. the people need. 
It establishes as political policy the capitalist behavior 
pattern of keeping wages down and prices up. It weakens 
the vitality of the working people and so tends to destroy, 
not defend democracy. And in no way does it prevent 
the currency inflation which later, as after the last war in 
Europe, wipes out the savings and dwarfs the income of 
the middle income group. At this point organized labor 
and the middle class have a joint interest in defending 
both themselves and the community. 

A new menace to the wellbeing of the wage-earner, a 
new threat to the safety of the community, now appears 
in priorities unemployment. The effect of war production 
priorities upon consumers’ goods industries is first part- 
time and then complete shutdowns. The resultant un- 
employment has already, by government estimate, just 
about reached the amount absorbed by the new war 
plants. Thus does the profit system prove its inability, 
even by a war program, to eliminate unemployment. Thus 
does it destroy the community while trying to defend it. 


RACE HATRED AND DISCRIMINATION 


More indirectly the same outcome appears in the field 
of race relations. It is manifest that with the decline of 
the capitalist economy and the approach of the war of 
which that decline is the underlying cause, there is an 
increase among us of race discrimination and the growth 
of race hatred. Anti-Semitism is now flourishing where 
before it had no roots, from the fields of Kansas to the 
streets of New York, from the rural poverty of the Bible 
belt to the genteel, highbrow atmosphere of New England. 
Anti-Negro manifestations appear in the training camps; 
racial discrimination, despite the Presidential order against 
it, is rampant in defense industry employment. Unless 
these symptoms are checked, this Fascist disease will 
destroy the democratic community—which today must be 
inter-racial—and postpone indefinitely the hope for that 
City of God upon the earth whose gates are ever open to 
every kindred and tongue. 


OUR NEW ORDER 


So far in this analysis, the changed international scene 
calls for a sharpening of emphasis and more vigorous 
activity concerning the main points of our practical pro- 
gram. We come now to a question which calls for a 
different answer. What is the bearing of the new turn 
in the war upon our basic principles and our statement 
of purpose carried at the masthead of this BULLETIN? 
Hitler’s New Order is a challenge to the death to our 
formulation of the outline of a Christian Social Order. 

The attempt of Roosevelt and Churchill to answer him 
with a statement of the democratic order for which the 
allies are fighting gives us only high sounding, trite and 
vague generalities. It is not as concrete as Wilson’s dis- 
honored Fourteen Points, and it does not go beyond them 
except in seeking “fullest collaboration between all na- 
tions in the economic field with the object of securing, 
for all, improved labor standards, economic adjustment 
and social security.” This is the New Deal transposed 
to the international scene. But, defeated at home by its 

_ allegiance to the profit system which categorically forbids 

- the social gains it seeks, what other prospect awaits it in 
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the international field, where capitalism has the additional 
strength of its long developed imperialism ? 

As it did last time, the moment the war ends democratic 
imperialism will gather its full force to extend its invest- 
ment opportunities and controls, and to weaken its rivals. 
Then the temporary self-interest that binds tenuously 
together for immediate self-defense Great Britain, the 
United States and the Soviet Union will disappear, and the 
underlying antagonism between capitalist and socialist 
society will begin to operate. In various European nations 
the fight for freedom will turn into revolutionary struggles 
to achieve not merely self-government, but a really demo- 
cratic economic and social order. At once our isolationist 
reaction will become interventionist and our progressive 
administration will find itself drawn by its allegiance to 
the profit system into support of those elements in Great 
Britain who are determined that no anti-capitalist govern- 
ments shall be set up anywhere in Europe. This will 
conclude the record the administration began in Spain 
and continued in its persecution of Communists here. If 
it then has any army in Europe, the story of our expedi- 
tionary force in Russia after the last war will be repeated. 
This is the natural course of events, unless the people of 
Great Britain and the United States see in time where 
their capitalist imperialism is taking them and act in time 
to break its power. Unless they now begin to make their 
democracy real by extending it to the economic order, the 
lot before them is continuous war, revolution, economic 
insecurity and want. 

For such a time have those who know the nature and 
doom of capitalist society been called to the kingdom. 
The people are as sheep scattered abroad without a shep- 
herd. They do not know how their capitalist imperialism 
bred, financed and armed Hitler, how it now weakens the 
defense of democracy and breeds his successors. They 
do not understand that a democratic economic order, with 
justice and plenty, and therefore a prospect of peace for 
all, is now technically possible, awaiting only sufficient 
united action of the people. For lack of this knowledge 
this generation is now likely to perish. 

The knowledge the people lack is in our possession. We 
have made the moral judgments it calls for. We have 
rejected the profit-seeking economy because it is increas- 
ingly the destroyer of society as well as of the ideals of 
our religion. We have chosen in its place a democratically 
planned and planning social economy, with the social 
ownership of the resources and plant necessary to its 
operation, using and generating the motive of service. 
This we hold will continuously make possible the more 
abundant creative life, and the increasing collective ex- 
pression of the Christian ideal. ; 

We know that the people of the capitalist democracies 
are living in the City of Destruction. We see the way to 
the City of Life. The present crisis calls upon us to 
proclaim this to the people, to cry aloud and spare not. 
Every practical effort of ours in the defense of democratic 
rights and the living standards of the people, against race 
hatred and discrimination, should be accompanied by ex- 
position of our “Outline of a Christian Program for Social 
Change” (5c). Line upon line, precept upon precept, we 
must drive home by concrete analysis the knowledge upon 
which the action required for a new social order depends. 

; Harry F. Warp. 


Order Now 


“Christianity and Economic Prob- 
lems,” by Gilbert S. Cox, a member 
of the M.F.S.S. National Executive 
Committee. A “thirteen-lesson course 
intended to help adults in the Church 
to face up to the requirements of the 
Christian life resting upon them in 
their economic relationships.” 

The lesson titles include: “Chris- 
tianity and Economic Facts” ; “Some 
Proposed Solutions for the Eco- 
nomic Problem’’; “The Church and 
Our Social Order,” etc. The entire 


course can be secured by sending the ° 


Methodist Publishing House, 420 
Plum St., Cincinnati, Ohio, 25c for 
the July, August and September, 
1941, issues of the Adult Student or 
the Adult Bible Class Monthly. 


“National Defense and Christian 
Values.’ A report of the Social 
Service Commission of the New 
York East Conference of the Metho- 
dist Church. Price 10c. M.F-.S.S., 
150 Fifth Ave., New York City. 
Topics: “The Present Predicament 
of the Christian”; “The Malvern 
Resolution” ; “Strikes” ; “Civil Lib- 
erties’ ; “Bibliography.” 


“Economic Relations.” A study 
pamphlet for the Department of 
Christian Social Relations. Pub- 
lished by the Woman’s Division of 
Christian Service, 420 Plum St., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Price 12c. Lesson 
topics: “The Worker in America” ; 
“Economic Problems of the Ameri- 
can Negro”; “The Cooperative 
Movement—Force of Construction.” 

“When Hostilities Cease.’ The 
addresses and findings of the Ex- 
ploratory Conference on the Basis 
of a Just and Enduring Peace. 35c. 
World Peace Commission, 740 Rush 
St., Chicago, Ill. 


News from the Field 


Since last May Charles C. Webber 
has given addresses on the 1941 Pro- 
gram of the Federation at the fol- 
lowing Annual Conferences of the 
Methodist Church: Ohio, Michigan, 


Minnesota, Iowa, Northern Minne- 


sota, West Wisconsin, Detroit, 


Northeast Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Upper Iowa, Nebraska, Southwest 
Missouri, 
Virginia. 

During October his schedule calls 


Missouri, and West 
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for addresses at the Pittsburgh, 
Rock River, Central Kansas, Kansas, 
St. Louis, West Oklahoma and Vir- 
ginia Conferences. 

He plans to spend November and 
December speaking before Federa- 
tion, university, college, church, 
labor and cooperative groups in the 
Atlantic Coast states. January and 
February, 1942, are scheduled for 
the Midwest; March and April for 
the Eastern Spring Conferences ; 
May and June for the Rocky Moun- 
tain and Pacific Coast regions. 

Federation members in these areas 
are requested to write him wm- 
mediately in regard to speaking 
engagements. 


The New York Conference Branch 
of the M.F.S.S. has published its 
own Statement of Purpose, mailed it 
to all the Annual Conference mem- 
bers, and in addition is inviting them 
to an all-day meeting in Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., October 8th. Write 
Rev. F. Theodore Miner, R.D. 1, 
Hudson, N. Y., for a copy of the 
Statement of Purpose. 


The Illinois Conference Federa- 
tion Unit at its meeting on Septem- 
ber 11 set up a Book Club under the 
leadership of Rev. Morgan Williams. 
The eighteen members expect to read 
eighteen outstanding books of social 
significance during this fall and 
winter. 


Conference Report 


Colorado Conference. Excerpts 
from the Social Service Commission 
Report, June, 1941, as adopted by 
the Conference: 

“The New World Order. ... We 
believe the fundamental nature of 
this present struggle is nothing less 
than a political, economic and social 
revolution. In contrast to the New 
World Order proposed by the ag- 
gressor nations, we propose a new 
order which repudiates unlimited na- 
tional sovereignty, rival power eco- 
nomics, scarcity, monopoly, exploita- 
tion, insecurity, inequality, lack of 
access to the basic raw materials 
furnished by nature. 

“National Defense. . . . If there 
seems to be no other way to stop the 
exploitation of the people and the 
hindrance of defense projects by 
monopolistic control of needed basic 
materials and the selfish use of con- 
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tracts, we raise the question whether 
the government should not either 
purchase these corporations or en- 
gage in such manufacture itself. 
“Unemployment. ... We urge the 
early establishment of a national 
commission, stich as is contemplated 
by Congress, to study post-war un- 
employment, and remedies for eco- 
nomic maladjustment which will in- 
evitably follow in the event of peace. 
“M.F.S.S. ... We heartily com- 
mend the Federation for its timely 
‘Information Bulletin’ and the field 
activities of its secretaries.” 


Federation Members 

Send immediately your proposals 
for our 1941-42 program so our Na- 
tional Executive Committee can con- 
sider them on October 27. 


Finances 


We are $1,167 in the red as of 
October Ist. 

Renew your expired membership 
or annual contribution now so that 


we can go forward with a dynamic: 
1941-42 program. 

Secure new members. We will 
send you free extra copies of the 
BULLETIN to aid you in this educa- 
tional campaign. 


Social Ouestions 
BULLETIN 


issued monthly, except July, August and Sep- 
tember. The general policies of this publica- 
tion are determined bythe Executive Committee 
of the Methodist Federation for Social Ser- 
vice, subject to approval by the National Com- 
mittee of the Federation. The selection of 
topics and material is committed to the Secre- 
taries who are responsible to the Federation 
and to the public for its accuracy. 


Membership $1.00 per year 
Special rate to student groups. 
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